
Miscellany
Collier's on Viavi,—That ingenious and widespread fake, the

"Viavi" system of "curing" disease, came in for a vigorous har¬
rowing recently at the hands of the California State Journal of
Medicine. Now, it has been the distinction of "Viavi," that it
does not advertise in the papers, but spreads its fraudulent
doctrines among womankind, by "lectures," "addresses," and a

system of personal visits by "Viavi" representatives, who, to
a lay mind, appear to be practicing medicine without a.license,
since they prescribe "Viavi" medicines or "Viavi" treatment,
for pretty much everything from heart disease to freckles. On
the publication of the medical journal's article, however, a

change came o'er the spirit of the "Viavi" dream. The Law
Brothers, proprietors of "Viavi," who have grown rich and in¬
fluential from the money of their dupes, live in San Francisco,
where the California State Journal of Medicine is published.
Their feelings were harrowed, particularly as one daily news¬
paper, and one weekly in their own city, gave some space to
the attack on their business. Immediately they rushed into
print. To reply to the attack? To refute the charges? Not
at all. It was not that kind of print. Their method was to
buy advertising space, and insert huge advertisements in all
the local papers. Result: A complete silence thereafter, as
regards the "Viavi" matter, except that the offending daily
which had already referred to the medical article printed later
a pleasant and complimentary little "write-up" about the Laws
and their enterprise. Yet, we presume, the Laws would indig¬nantly deny that they had bribed the newspapers into silence,and the newspapers would even more indignantly deny having
been bribed. We can swallow a coincidence as raw as any one
else, but the coincidence of a concern that hasn't advertised
for years, suddenly flaming into print at a considerable out¬
lay, immediately following an attaek on its methods, is too
great a tax on our faith. Long since the Proprietary Associa¬
tion of America has shown the inner workings of that method.
"Viavi" has merely adapted the "Red Clause" method to its
own needs.—Collier's Weekly, July 13.

Military Hygiene in Public Schools.—Col. John Van R. Hoff,
medical department U. S. Army, in the Seaman prize essay,
which appeared in recent issues of the Journal of the Military
Science Institution, makes the suggestion that the American
Red Cross exert its influence to have the elements of military
hygiene taught to boys in the public schools. He states that
this could be done easily in connection with the teaching of
the popular so-called "physiology." Colonel Hoff's reasons for
suggesting this are not only that some of the boys will be
the members of the volunteer army a few years hence, should
necessity for military service arise, but also that the knowledge
of personal hygiene and of the general principles of military
hygiene would be of great use to them in any case. Colonel
Hoff says: "It would not add mueh to the course nor take
much time; neither would it make any intellectual demand
beyond that which could be met by an average student. It
would emphasize the dangers of bad food and water, it would
teach the boy how to care for himself in the field, what to do
and what to avoid, and it would give him rules for right living
under the stress of campaign and the reasons therefor. Not
very much, indeed, but enough to impress him with the fact
that there is such a thing as military hygiene, and that some
knowledge of it would be of importance to him under certain
circumstances. Then, when all the boys have learned this
fact, a great step to\vard the prevention of camp diseases will
have been made. Simultaneously our colleges and universities
should be asked to give recognition in their curricula to this
subject. Particularly should this be so in our medical schools,
and an adequate knowledge of military hygiene should be
made obligatory not only for the degree in medicine, but in the
state license to practice medicine as well. All this, it seems to
me, is a legitimate part of the mission of the Red Cross, and
through its instrumentality, more than any other, can we

hope to see the people of the United States educated to ap¬
preciate the necessity of a universal recognition and study of
military hygiene."

Oriental Rugs anâ Transmission of Disease.—P. Remlinger
is director of ths Pasteur Institute at Constantinople, and he
raises a warning voice in regard to the pathogenic possibilities
of oriental rugs. He says that these rugs can be said never to
be bought new and they are so durable that they never wear
out, and they increase in value as time mellows the colors.
The mellowing of the colors is hastened in various ways, he
relates, sometimes by washing or dipping in a mixture of
water and alcohol or water and potassium hypochlorite, but in
the Caucasus and in Persia the rugs are placed in a pit and
covered with pulverized horse, sheep and other manure. When
removed a few days later the colors are mellowed as if by age,
but a nauseous brown powder clings to them for a long time
and may never be entirely removed. In the wholesale houses
the rugs are mellowed by spreading them on the floor, where
there is most walking and the workmen sit and lie on them.
The European bed is almost unknown in the Orient. At night
a thin mattress is laid on the floor or low divan, covered with
rugs, and the individual partly undresses and sleeps under a
few coverings; the poor simply roll themselves up in a rug
and sleep on the floor without undressing. No change is made
in these customs when any one is sick, and the rugs catch
the sputa, urine and sweat of the persons sleeping on them.
The texture of the rugs favors the taking up and retaining of
infectious matters as a sponge takes up water. The wealthy
have several layers of rugs on the floor, and the walls are hung
with them, with especially handsome ones over the others.
They are handed down from generation to generation as price¬
less heirlooms and articles de luxe. Numerous peddlers travel
around the country picking up a rug here and there as death or
need of money forces the sale of one. These peddlers travel
around sometimes for months before they accumulate a stock
to take to the wholesale dealer. In the meanwhile they sleep
every night wrapped up in their rugs, thus protecting them
against being stolen. In the wholesale house the rugs are piled
on top of each other in rooms purposely kept dark. When an
amateur wishes to purchase a rug the attendants remove tljem
from the pile, piling them up again in inverse order, and the
clouds of dust that accompany the procedure testify to the
previous peregrinations of the rugs. Pneumonia, bronchial
asthma and tuberculosis are exceptionally prevalent among
persons who have anything to do with the wholesale rug trade,
from the humblest workman to the rich proprietor. Remlinger
adds that the vacuum cleaning method will find its most inter¬
esting application in cleaning oriental rugs. The rugs wash
perfectly, with the exception of the Djim Djim jute rug and
certain Smyrna rugs which are made in aniline dyes. It
might be possible to find some antiseptic to add to the washing
water that would not injure the fabric. Disinfection by heat
does not injure the rugs, either silk or wool, except those
mentioned above, but exposure to 120 C. (248 F.) might restore
the original brilliancy of the colors. The dangers of infection
from oriental rugs was illustrated by a recent experience at
Paris. Several cases of tropical dysentery developed in a Paris
family, with two deaths. The physician traced the infection
to some recently acquired oriental rugs. Remlinger's com¬

munication is published in Hygiène Générale et Appliquée, page
257, 1907.

Intermittent Claudication.—In a supplement to the Med.
Klinik, iii, 20, 1907, R. Bing reviews the present status of
our knowledge of the three forms of this affeetion, viz.: I.
The arteriosclerotic form, intermittent lameness resulting from
disease of an artery and the similar intermittent weakness of
the arm muscles—dysbasia or dyspraxia angiosclerotica inter-
mittens. 2. Intermittent lameness as a vasomotor neurosis.
3. Intermittent lameness as a symptom of a spinal affection.
He discusses the history and the differentation, especially
from pseudoparalytic myasthenia, neurasthenic dysbasia, cer¬
tain cases of sciatica and neuritis, "akinesia algera"—autosug-
gested pains after attempts to walk, etc., and tarsalgia or

metatarsalgia. Treatment of intermittent claudication should
aim first to remove the cause and next to forbid the various
exaggerated therapeutic measures, hot baths, long walks, etc..
which the patient has generally been trying. The diet should
exclude all substances which have an energetic action on the
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vasomotore, strong coffee, tea, condiments, ergot, digitalis, etc.
The feet should be kept constantly warm. The underlying
trouble is an endarteritic process, and medication and dieting
to combat this tendency and the arteriosclerosis in general
should be vigorously pushed. Erb advises oiling and gentle
massage of the feet to act on the local vessel affection, but
Zoege von Manteuffel prefers massage of the rest of the body,
instead, for revulsion. The tendency to spasm of the vessels
should be combated with warmth, not heat. Galvanic foot¬
baths have proved useful. Besides the vasodilating drugs,
nitrite, nitroglycorin. quinin and other antip3*retics, heart
tonics are indicated, aiming to regulate the general and col¬
lateral circulation; strophanthus is to be preferred to digitalis.
Baths to dilate the vessels will also prove useful. Surgical
intervention has been recommended by some, in analogy to the
experiences with perforating ulcer; the posterior tibialis can
be exposed for 2 cm. on the inside of the ankle, and stretched,
or Jaboulay's technie can be followed. This consisis in expos¬
ing the femoral artery in the inguinal triangle, removing its
sheath and thus destroying the sympathetic nerve fibers of
the vessel, running along the artery. Jaboulay and Rhenter
have reported excellent results from this operation in cases
of perforating ulcer, and it seems theoretically indicated in
intermittent claudication, although it has never yet been tried
in the clinic for this affection. Symptomatic measures may be
required, sedatives in case of pain, and restriction of the use

of the limbs. Charcot used to keep his patients with this
affection constantly reclining, sometimes for months, until
material improvement was realized, and then gradually allowed
them to exercise, a little at a time, watch in hand. A pa¬
tient of Erb's succeeded in this way in improving his condi¬
tion so that he could walk for more than four hours at a time
and could have done more if it had not been for Erb's veto.
It is important also to refrain scrupulously from every chance
of contusion or scratch. Every inflammation, corn or pimple
should be carefully treated with rest, position, disinfection and
antiseptic dressings to prevent development of phlegmonous or

gangrenous processes. The above measures may and do fre¬
quently improve the intermittent lameness to a point equiva¬
lent to a cure, but in some cases the affection persists unmodi¬
fied. Mercury should always be given a trial in the spinal
form. In conclusion Bing suggests that possibly writer's cramp,
when the hand is cold and livid, may be a manifestation of this
arteriosclerotic dyspraxia.

Patent Medicines and the Pulpit—A Sermon.
It is well known that ministers of the gospel are easy

marks for the "patent medicine"' men, and not a few of the
testimonials and endorsements for quack medicines are fur¬
nished by them. Recently, howe\er, there has been a change
and clergymen are awakening to their responsibility in
the movement against the great American fraud. Religious
papers are being forced by their readers, especially by the min¬
isters, to purify their advertising pages, and not a few ser¬
mons have been preached on ihe subject. We have been
favored with a copy of one such sermon preached by the Rev.
Marcellus B. Fuller of Dayton. Ohio, June 23. Dr. Howell of
Dayton, who has kindly furnished us the manuscript, says
that the auditorium in which the sermon was preached was

packed. We regret that we can only give space to the follow¬
ing:

"The great gilded fraud of this day is the no.strum evil and
quackery. Why is it tolerated? It is so heavily gilded that
men often fail to see the hideous worm under the coats of
paint. See how 'appetite' finds this evil and how the evil cul¬
tures the appetite. The old saw of Barnum, 'The American
people love to be humbugged,' has a final proof here. Note
the rich field the unprincipled practitioner has to work.  
dying man will catch at a straw,' and humanity is never so
credulous and 'easy' as when it is suffering. This appetite is
whetted by the very thing that affords satisfaction. The alco¬
hol fiends, made so by preparations of the peruna type, are so

many as to defy enumeration, while the drug victims form a

vast procession. Most tonics are alcohol stimulants. Catarrh
powders breed cocain slaves. Soothing syrups stunt or kill
infants with their opium. Headache powders with their ace-

tanilid stop heart action. Nearly all of these preparations are

of the nature of stimulants requiring increasingly large potions,
until, to produce the original excitation, the system fails under
(he awful stress.

"Ambition puts on its coat of gilding. Do you want to live
a long time? Use Duffy's pure malt whisky. Nearly every
nonogenarian, if the press reports may be accepted·, owes his
longevity to this delicious beverage. Distinguished divines and
temperance workers, who have spent their lives in uplifting
their fallen brethren and placing their feet on the solid rock, are

outspoken in their declaration of favor,
"Some Tegard ought to be given the suffering public com¬

pelled to gaze on the visage of the 'before and after' of some

Hoodwink's sarsaparilla. We are admonished daily that
'women are modest.' They require absent treatment. Their
communications will be held as sacredly confidential. How can
a modest woman endure the exploitations of ills that Mould
make a sphinx blush? Alluring letters are written—the regu¬
lar price, $100. reduced to $30 because of special irterest, etc.
Who has not received such letters? How many have s\\ al¬
lowed the bait?

"How many of the vendors of those poisons in · the drug
stores deserve merciless excoriation? This fraudulent business
constitutes about two-thirds of the average small store.

"But the American press is the prime exploiter of this evil.
Avarice seems to be the ruling cause. About $40,000,000 are

spent annually in newspaper advertising. A Lydia Pinkham
representative declares their monthly expenditure is $100,000.
Proprietors and quacks estimate that 90 per cent, of their
business is due to the newspaper advertising and to this pros¬
titution of the religious press in the insertion of objectionable
advertisements. It is a shame that there should be the occa¬
sion for reproach. Editors and advertising managers deserve
stinging censure for their inexcusable laxity. We believe this
fraud should be ceaselessly antagonized. It is opposed to the
common standards of morality.

"Truthfulness is one of the safeguards of the nation. The
nostrum evil is based on unadulterated falsehood. These nos¬
trums do. more than they promise. The laxatives become a

terrible necessity. Headache powders with aeelanilid eure

heartache, too.
"Their effrontery is so unblushing, it amounts to a positive

insult to the intelligence of the public. How can one believe
such unqualified statements?  can cure cancer without pain,
plaster or operation' 'Deafness cured.' 'Fits slopped free.'
'Consumption and catarrh cured—FREE.' These frauds are

the world's monumental liars.
'This nostrum evil is a violation of purity. Purity is char¬

acter. These advertisements demoralize. They do take (he
bloom of innocence. They do break down the line between the
sexes. They do play fast and loose in their so-called manhood
business. It is not possible for a decent man to read com¬

pletely in his home, where his wife, daughters and sons are

gathered, the regular ads of Swift's sure specific, Lydia Pink-
ham's highly corporeal letters, the Chattanooga Medical Com¬
pany's announcements, with woman's friend and wine of
Cardili, to say nothing of the boldest words that abound in
published testimonials of all sorts of nostrums. How can we

antagonize this evil? We can at any cost be unceasing in
exposure. Take off the glittering scales and you will find the
caterpillar, filthy, loathsome, the abominable thing. Let us

call things by their right names. All these frauds are formed
of sin. Ignorance is a large stock in trade of most of these
charlatana. We can unitedly oppose this iniquity. Parents
can aid by informing children of perils in their path. Teach¬
ers have an opportunity few possess. Ministers are public
servants. Editors are notoriously recreant. Thus far physi¬
cians have done most in antagonizing this evil. We assert
their unselfishness in (his cru?ade. Thank God for ihe decent
doctors. Why not idolize the doctors some? We can cry out
against (bis tiling with righteous indignation.

"Righteous men flame in hot wrath against vile sin. Is
strong drink an evil? Who doubts it as he thinks of fathers
turned into fiends, mothers into monsters, sons into sots,
daughters into debauchers and cities into houses of the dead ?
Bitters, sarsaparillas and tonics are drunkard makers. Is the
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drug habit an evil? Is it safe for the informed to use indis¬
criminately the various narcotics and cough remedies, soothing
syrups and catarrh powders ? Is lying an evil ? What truths
do these fakirs enunciate? Their whole system is a fabrica¬
tion of falsehood. Is impurity an evil? The nasty nostrums
daily exploited will either nauseate the stomach or putriiy the
soul. Is blackmail an evil? Get in the clutches of some man¬
hood shark and see the price you pay. Is commercialism an
evil? The press of this country, with few exceptions, can be
charged with permitting its advertising columns to be prosti¬
tuted to the vilest purpose. Is theft an evil? The Chicago
Tribune, in writing about one Thompson, says: 'Three years
ago he was a strong man. Now, because of a catarrh cure, he
is without money, health, home or friends.' This announces
the record of many."

Medical Economics
¡THIS DEPARTMENT EMBODIES THE SUBJECTS OF ORGANI¬

ZATION, CONTRACT PRACTICE, INSURANCE FEES,
MEDICAL· LEGISLATION, ETC.

Legislative Work in Texas.
During the session of the legislature of Texas a new medical

practice act, approved by the State Medical Association, passed
the legislature and was signed by the governor. The organ¬
ized profession of the state worked systematically and per¬
sistently for the adoption of this bill. In the June number of
the Texas State Journal of Medicine Dr. I. C. Chase, secretary
and editor, says editorially:

The report of the legislative committee shows that somewhat
less than sixty members of the State Medical Association this
year visited Austin in the interest of medical legislation. The
trustees paid $600 out of the association treasury to meet the
expenses of the committee for legislative assistants. Some of
the members of this committee, as well as the auxiliary legisla¬
tive committee and individual members, left their homes and
went to Austin whenever necessity presented itself. Some who
were individually unable expended considerable sums. The
mention of these facts at a joint meeting of the house of dele¬
gates and the scientific body brought forth an overwhelming
sentiment that those who stayed at home should at least be
given the opportunity to pay the actual expense incurred by
those who left their personal work to take up the labor for the
good of all. The committee appointed to consider the best
means of accomplishing this end referred the matter to the
trustees. As soon as the amount can be ascertained the trus¬
tees will consider notifying county societies of their share pro¬
portional to membership. Societies should consider this a vol¬
untary subscription, none of the parties interested made their
expenditures expecting a refund of expenses, and do not wish
to be placed in the attitude of requesting reimbursement for
their voluntary contribution to the advancement of state medi¬
cine. A large number have refused to accept payment for their
expenses.

This spirit on the part of the working members of the State
Medical Association of Texas is highly commendable. When
the members of our profession are so interested in securing
better legislation and better professional and social conditions
and are willing to give of their time and money to secure these
results, there will be no doubt as to the outcome. There is not
a state in the union in which the physicians can not secure the
passage of any sanitary act or medical practice law which
they may wish, if they will really try to secure its passage.

New Laws in Wisconsin.
Some good bills, which we abstract below, have become laws,

having been passed by the legislature of Wisconsin and signed
by the governor. Copies were sent us by Dr. J. V. Stevens,
secretary of the State Board of Medical Examiners of Wis¬
consin, who writes:

We feel that these new laws will greatly assist us in elevat¬
ing the standard of the practice of medicine in this state, puri¬
fying the newspaper columns, protecting the people and making
it easier for us to punish the charlatan» and evil-minded men
who rob the public under the „uise of medical practitioners oy

their false and suggestively immoral advertisements. We hope
that the other states will secure the same kind of legislation
as soon as possible. We are selfishly interested in having
them do so because papers that are published in adjoining
states have a large circulation in Wisconsin and their publish¬
ers are not amenable to our laws.

Our midwife bill was killed by the opposition of a few'physi¬
cians in the. state. It passed une senate unanimously and was
given a majority report by the committee on public health.
One dissenting member of the committee defeated it by pre¬
cipitating a vote when but few of the members were present.It is hoped that this bill will be passed at the next session of
the legislature.

The first bill is one prohibiting the advertising of the treat¬
ment of venereal and sexual diseases, and creates a new sec¬
tion in the statutes, as follows:

1. Any person who shall advertise in any manner, either in his
own name or under the name of another person, firm or pretendedfirm, association, corporation or pretended corporation, in any
newspaper, pamphlet, circular or other written or printed paper,
the treatment and curing of venereal diseases and of private dis¬
eases or diseases peculiar to men or to women, the restoration of
"lost manhood," or who shall advertise in any manner that he is a
specialist in diseases of the sexual organs or diseases caused bysexual weakness, self-abuse or excessive indulgence or in any dis¬
eases of a like nature or produced by like causes, or who shall
advertise in any manner any medicine, drug, compound or any
means whatever whereby sexual and venereal or urinary diseases
of men and women may be cured or relieved or the monthly periodsof women regulated or the menses re-established if suppressed, and
the owner, publisher, editor or manager of any newspaper who
shall publish any such advertisement or permit or allow any such
advertisement to be inserted and published in any newspapercontrolled by him or in which he has an interest, shall lie guilty of
a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a
fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500, or by imprisonmentin the county jail not more than six months, or by both such fine
and imprisonment.

2. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed as prohibit¬ing and punishing the printing, publication and distribution of
medical journals, papers, pamphlets and circulars intended for
scientific and professional information.

The second bill is an amendment to the medical practice act
of the state, defining the words "immoral, dishonorable and
unprofessional conduct" as follows:

First, producing, aiding or abetting a criminal abortion. Second,advertising in any manner either in his own name or under the
name of another person, firm or pretended firm, corporation or pre¬
tended corporation, in any newspaper, pamphlet, circular, or other
written or printed paper or document, the curing of venereal dis¬
eases, the restoration of "lost manhood," the treatment and curingof private diseases peculiar to men or women, or the advertising
or holding himself out to the public in any manner as a specialistin diseases of the sexual organs, or diseases caused by sexual
weakness, self-abuse or excessive indulgences, or in any diseases of
a like nature or produced by a like cause, or the advertising of any
medicine or any means whatever whereby the monthly periods of
women can be regulated or the menses re-established, if suppressed,
or being employed by or in the service of any person, firm or per-tended firm, association, corporation, or pretended corporation, so
advertising. Third, the obtaining of any fee, or offering to accept
a fee on the assurance or promise that a manifestly incurable dis¬
ease can be or will be permanently cured. Fourth, wilfully be¬
traying a professional secret. Fifth, indulging in the drug habit.
Sixth, conviction of any offense involving moral turpitude.

This definition enables the State Board of Medical Exam¬
iners to revoke licenses issued to physicians who are subse¬
quently guilty of unprofessional conduct.

The provisions
'

of the third bill, which amends the practice
of medicine, read as follows :

1. Every person shall be regarded as practicing medicine, sur¬
gery or osteopathy within the meaning of this act who shall ap¬
pend to his or her name the words or letters "Doctor," "Dr.,"
"Professor," "Prof.," "M. D.," "M. B.," or "D. O.," or any other
title, letters, combination of letters or designation which in any
way represents him or her, or may tend to represent him or her, as
engaged in the practice of medicine, surgery, osteopathy, in any of
its branches, or who shall for a fee prescribe or recommend or for
any compensation of any kind or nature whatsoever for like use
any drugs or medicine, ostéopathie manipulation, appliance, oper¬
ation, or treatment of whatever nature, for the cure or relief of
any wound, fracture, bodily injury, infirmity or disease, providedhowever, that nothing in this act contained shall be construed as
applying to any dentist or resident refracting optician engaged in
the practice of his or her profession.

2. The use of any of the above-mentioned words or letters or
titles, in such connection, and under such circumstances as to in¬
duce the belief, or tending to indulge the belief, that the person
who uses them is engaged in the practice of medicine, or surgery
or osteopathy in any of its branches, shall be deemed and accepted
as prima facie proof of an intent on the part of such person to
represent himself or herself as engaged in the practice of medicine,
or surgery or osteopathy.

These three acts greatly strengthen the position of the med¬
ical profession in the state and give the state board the neces¬

sary legal authority to purify the profession and to earry out
the purposes of the medical practice act.
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